.
In addition, further antibodies have been described (7, 25, 44 
Antibody Isotype
The subclass of anti-pp44 was determined by a commercial red blood cell agglutination assay according to the manufacturer's instructions (Serotec; Camon, Wiesbaden, ERG). 
SDS-PAGE Electrophoresis

AdultRatKidney.
To prepare 4-sam thick frozen sections, kidneys from female Sprague-Dawley (SD) rats (250 g bw) were frozen in liquid isopentane after retrograde perfusion via the abdominal aorta (13) with ice-cold PBS containing the above-listed protease inhibitors.
Perfusion-fixation.
Female SD rats were directly perfused for 3 mm at 
Distribution ofpp44 in Adult Rat Kidney
In adult rat kidney the anti-pp44 MAb predominantly stained the glomerulan visceral epithelial cells (podocytes; Figure  2a ). An additional but cleanly weaker staining was seen on the endothelium of renal arteries, including afferent arterioles; penitubulan capillanes and veins were negative ( Figure  2b ). As revealed on 0.5-sm cryostat sections, the staining strictly followed the course of the gbmenulan basement membrane (GBM; Figure 3a ). The apparent molecular weight of the antigen was determined as 44 KD ( Figure  1 ). Addition ofa detergent to the extraction buffer 
